
Independent, family-owned pharmacies 
are struggling to stay in business.
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Prescription Drugs
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For nearly a decade, independent pharmacies across the 
U.S. have maintained stable gross profit margins of
22-24 percent.
Source:  Pembroke Consulting Analysis of The NCPA Digest

Since 2009, the percentage of independent pharmacies 
has remained steady at 57.7 percent.  
Source:  National Community Pharmacists Association

New York is home to 2,433 independent pharmacies – 
more than any other state in the U.S. 
Source: Hayes Directories (April 2015) - Retail Pharmacy Count by State

Last year, independent drug stores issued 834 million 
prescriptions - 10 million more than the previous year - 
an increase of 1.3 percent.
Source: 2014-15 Economic Report on Retail, Mail and Specialty Pharmacies, Drug 
Channels Institute & Pembroke Consulting (30-day equivalent prescriptoins)
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Drug costs have a limited impact on
my health insurance bill.

Prescription drugs are the fastest growing 
sector of U.S. healthcare costs. 
Source: Pill Nation – Infographic
National Health Expenditure Projections 2011-2021, 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
http://go.cms.gov/1KOUmd3

Nationally, for a family of four, approximately $960 of the 
annual health insurance premium goes toward paying for 
specialty drugs, regardless of the family’s needs or use 
for these therapies. 
Source: New York State Conference of Plans

MYTH #2

THE FACTS

$

$

$

$$960$

$

$

$$960
$

$

$

$
$960

My neighborhood drug store can dispense specialty 
prescriptions as well as a mail-order pharmacy.

Only two percent of physicians recently surveyed say 
that all drugstores have the expertise and capability 
to provide specialty drugs, such as biologic treatments 
designed to treat complex conditions such as multiple 
sclerosis and cancer.

Nine out of 10 physicians are satisfied with the services 
they receive from specialty pharmacies.  
Source:  North Star Opinion Research survey of 400 specialty physicians
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